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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/000858 



L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
^ the international application as originally filed 

I I the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



| | the claims: 
pages 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

m , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



I | the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 



_ s filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



2 ' Sl^f 16 l T g !f gG ' 311 J!? 6 5 lements a !>ove were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 

i the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 .1(b)). 

I — J the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international prelirninary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application the international 
prehnunary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing- application, me international 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I — | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

SeVfaSed flU * inf0rmati0n recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ 

the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/fig . 



5. □ ™s report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
| - 1 beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 89 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
and 70.1?) " ° riSinallyfiled a " d are " oi annexed *> »P»t since they do n%Z»££ S^^RuiTtI.M 
I ** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 






Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-5 YES 




Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-5 YES 




Claims 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-5 YES 




Claims 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Documents cited in the international search report 



Document 1: WO 92/5138 Al (E . I. Du Pont de Nemours and 

Company) , 2 April 1992 
Document 2: JP 9-2998 A (Mitsui Toatsu Chemicals Co.), 7 

January 1997 

Document 3: JP 62-77349 A (Denki Kagaku Kogyo KK) , 9 
April 1987 

Document 4: JP 5-92102 A (Idemitsu Petrochemical Co., 

Ltd. ) , 16 April 1993 
Document 5: JP 8-268955 A (Hoechst AG), 15 October 1996 



Claims 1-5 

None of the documents cited in the international 
search report or other documents considered relevant to 
the inve^iqn_in_ question- discloses the feature "described 
in claims 1-5 of a process for production of highly pure 
glycolic acid crystals from an aqueous glycolic acid 
solution, wherein the aqueous glycolic acid solution 
employed has the percentage water content, the mass ratio 
of glycolic acid as the monomer and the percentage content 
of monomeric glycolic acid set within specified ranges, 
and this feature is not obvious to a person skilled in the 
art . 
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